
APA (template pp. 752-759)* MLA (template pp. 728-734)*
Social science courses English courses

01 A synthesized collection of critical theories 
which indicate your opinion on Literature by 
selection of evidence.

Research > Review/Opinion

A synthesized collection of your opinions on 
Literature backed up with secondary critical 
research.

Review/Opinion > Research
02 Reference page is shown at end of document.

• URLs or DOI numbers are shown (746).
• Article titles do not appear in quotations 
marks on this page: Birth of the Modern (759).

Works Cited page at close of document.
• URLs are not required
• Article titles do appear in quotation marks 
on this page: “Birth of the Modern.”

03 Sub topic headings allow readers to 
follow logic of paper— base these off chosen 
elements of discussion in thesis statement.

No sub topic headings required.

04 Footnotes, only if necessary. Footnotes are not utilized.
05 Signal phrases introduce quote with 

author’s last name and the year of publication 
for quoted material (695-696).
• Use past tense or present-perfect tense.
• Signal phrases help prevent unintended 
plagiarism and dropped quotations.

Signal phrases introduce quote with full 
name of author and credentials (702)
• Use present tense or present-perfect tense.
• Signal phrases help prevent unintended 
plagiarism and dropped quotations.

06 After a quotation is shown, an in-text citation 
is required to provide documentation. These 
should only provide a page number in the 
parenthesis provided after quoted materials.
          example: (p. 1255).
• if the signal phrase does not provide 
author’s last name, place relevant 
documentation within parentheses:
          (Wilson, 2009, p. 1255)
• it is incorrect to just merely place the 
author’s name in this section by itself; at this 
stage of your academic career it is important 
to be very thorough with your documentation.
          (Wilson)
Pages 739-740 list various situations you 
may encounter in your research.

After a quotation is shown, an in-text citation 
is required to provide proper documentation. 
Only page numbers are shown in parenthesis 
immediately afterwards for MLA papers. 
          example: (1255).
• if the signal phrase does not provide 
author’s last name, place relevant 
documentation within parentheses:
          (Wilson 1255)
• it is incorrect to simply place the author’s 
name in this section; at this stage of your 
academic career it is important to be very 
thorough with your documentation.
          (Wilson)
Pages 711-712 list various situations you may 
encounter in your research.

If the article does not show page numbers or 
if the author is unknown, use the article title:
          (Poe’s Vision, 2009)

If the article does not show page numbers or 
if the author is unknown, use the article title:
          (“Poe’s Vision”)

07. Indirect sources are common in these papers.
If you use material which is found within a 
critic’s citation, use the following formula:
          (as cited in Wilson, 2009, p. 1239)
• See page 740, “Indirect Source.”
Again, variations may occur. See me if there 
are any questions after consulting your copy 
of The Bedford Guide.

Indirect sources are common in these papers.
If you use material which is found within a 
critic’s citation, use the following formula:
          (qtd. in Wilson 1239)
• See page 712, “Indirect Source.”
Again, variations may occur. See me if there 
are any questions after consulting your copy 
of The Bedford Guide.

*Also see “Source Navigator,” pp. 644-649.



APA Presentation MLA Presentation
Social science courses English courses

01 Title page shows document heading and 
contact information, centered:

Title of Paper 

Your Name
Course Title

Instructor’s Name
Date paper is due

(See sample page 497.)

No cover page is required.
First page begins after heading info:

     Your Name
     Instructor’s Name
     Course Title
     Date paper is due

(See sample page 436.)
02 An abstract is provided which summarizes 

your intentions within the paper. Written 
after your fi rst draft is established. 

No abstract required.

03 Short title and page number appear at top, 
right-hand corner of all pages presented, 
including cover.

Last name and page number appear at top, 
right-hand corner of all pages presented, 
including cover.

04 • 1" margins are used on all four sides of page.
• double space
• Times New Roman, 12 pt. font

• 1” margins are used on all four sides of page.
• double space
• Times New Roman, 12 pt. font

05 Last page, References, shows material used. Last page, Works Cited, shows material cited.
A sample APA paper is provided on 
pages 489-496.

A sample MLA literary paper is provided on 
pages 436-440.

Sample APA Signal Phrases and In-Text Notations

Dr. Carol Johnson (2011) has stated in her book, The Problem with Poe, “Edgar Allan Poe is often confused as 
an extreme individual who cannot achieve happiness” (p. 65).

 As the prominent literary critic Eric Seda (1996) stated, “Puerto Rican poetry carries its own musical intona-
tions not heard in other Hispanic cultures” (The New Latin Renaissance). 

Some critics have discounted Walt Whitman as being “too prolifi c and too repetitive” (Fallen Century, 2003, iii).

•••••

Sample MLA Signal Phrases and In-Text Notations

Dr. Carol Johnson has stated in her book, The Problem with Poe, “Edgar Allan Poe is often confused as an ex-
treme individual who cannot achieve happiness” (65).

 As the prominent literary critic Eric Seda states, “Puerto Rican poetry carries it own musical intonations not 
heard in other Hispanic cultures” (“The New Latin Renaissance”).

Some critics discount Walt Whitman as being “too prolifi c and too repetitive” (Fallen Century, iii).


