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Setting
• The upstairs studio is isolated 
from rest of house.  
• Mrs. Mallard places herself 
in a limbo between the  
exterior, real world and the 
interior world. Ethereal.
• The reader discovers her first 
name. She discovers herself.

• In the sitting room  
she receives news  
of husband’s “death”—
ground level.  
The material world. 
She is shown frail. 
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• Steps out on the landing 
of the stairs as a  
Goddess of Victory; above 
the material world below.
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• Moving down the stairway with her 
sister (a symbol of one who accepts 
domesticity and gender roles),  
Mrs. Mallard descends  
towards reality and  
the material world.

Her husband returns unexpectedly.

She collapses on the stairs between  
heaven and earth.


