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Edgar Allan Poe
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Celebrity

I. A figure celebrated in schools even today

• Lived in New England and made a career off his writing. 

• Gained a celebrity status in the U. S. and even in Europe. 

• Credited with the creation of mystery genre.

• Credited with manipulating the American Gothic genre.

• His life is traditionally seen as haunted, just like his writings.

• Often depicted as mad, opium-addicted, or alcoholic, or all three.  
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Poe’s Writing

II. His work established the concepts of modern short story

•  Revolutionized the short story form. 

  > He is credited with shaping the short story concept for America.

•  One of the first to establish self-destructive characters;  

  many of his protagonists have a death wish.

•  Also one of the first writer’s to exploit the notion of a split personality.  

•  His work is often macabre; collectively shows morbid, psychological tales

His work develops notions of the anti-hero concept. 

•  This type of character was not officially defined until after the Twentieth Century,  

  years after Poe’s death.

•  A protagonist whose qualities are directly opposite to the traditional hero. 
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