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Below are a few introductory paragraphs. The thesis statements are 

underlined to show you the beginning construction of a general essay.

1. Katherine Chopin has a different opinion of love, marriage, than most writers of

her day. In her writing she indicates to her readers that marriage, though built

on a foundation of love can not contain passion. Love is considered a feeling

that inspires passion, and romance. It continues on throughout the marriage, but

the passion and romance are lost somewhere in the struggles of married life.

This loss can also occur in the task of raising children, causing a sort of

neglect for the love of one’s life. Passion is what inspires an individual to

do anything. Chopin it seems is saying that this is an impossibility in marriage

in the since of love or sexual relationship. Passion however can be found

outside the marriage with other sexual partners. It can also be found in other

areas such as in “The Story of an Hour.” 

2. William Faulkner: The Dying Rose of Emily

In “A Rose for Emily”, William Faulkner’s use of imagery sets a tone for the general theme 

of the story, death. A rose to most is seen as an object of beauty, with such a sweet smell. In 

this story, we see Emily much like the rose, an object of beauty and desire that soon begins 

to wither and die. Faulkner, through great use of imagery, paints a vivid of a dying rose, Miss 

Emily.

3. James Joyce: “Araby”

In James Joyce’s short story Araby he is successful in creating an intense narrative. He does 

this in such a way that he enables the reader to feel what is it actually like to live in Dublin at 

the turn of the century when the Catholic Church had an enormous amount of authority over 

Dubliner’s. The reader is able to feel the narrators exhausting struggle to escape this infl u-

ence of the Catholic Church by replacing it with a materialistic driven love for a girl.
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4. Cloning

Imagine lying in a hospital bed about to die of heart failure, liver failure, or even kidney 

failure. Now imagine if the only way to live was to have an exact replica of your heart, liver 

or kidney. The only way that this could be possible was to have an exact clone made of your 

organ(s) through a scientifi c process called cloning. Now imagine that every piece of meat 

or animal that you eat was perfectly healthy for you. Once again the only way possible to do 

this would be to genetically clone an animal. Although many people may believe that cloning 

is omnipotent or unethical, one must realize the benefi cial outcomes that cloning can bring 

forth to the human race.

5. The Deviant Tone

Among the popular forms of alternative music is a lasting example of an embryonic culture 

known as rap. Rap music is very controversial. Some people think it is a fi ne piece of art 

while others think it is a horrid, non-talented, way of expressing feelings. Some of the lyrics 

that go along with this type of music are very explicit and have a large infl uence on our future 

teens and adults. While the lyrics are explicit, they can also be degrading, using both sexual 

and racist comments, to not only women but men as well. Also, rap music causes a lot of 

problems and disagreements between children and their parents due to their different styles. 

With today’s youth getting more involved with rap they become more infl uenced by what the 

songs are saying and they can sometimes affect them in a negative way or convince them to 

do things that would be considered wrong in today’s society.

6. Music and Human

Music is one of the oldest cultures in the history. It has existed longer than language. The 

reason we love music is that music is a global language and is expresses our emotion instead 

of words. Music is a part of our life so it is very important, but these days, as music is studied 

further, another reason that we need music in our life emerged. Researchers started to un-

derstand the relation between music and the brain, and found that music effected human’s 

body, mind, and personality. In other words, music has a power to control people.
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