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A strong self-identity is crucial for surviving years at college. 

Confi rming how you fi t in with the collective beliefs of your family, culture, and 

nationality play into developing self-confi dence.

These elements help an individual understand his/her perceptions of reality 

of day-to-day life and how one fi ts into the scheme of society.

 • Who am I?

 •  What do I want to be when I grow up?

Most literature, ancient and modern, deal with these similar themes. 

By understanding the Self, one has a better chance of understanding the world,

 the Universe. 

Notions of Self

Consider:        
How do these notions apply to modern literature? 
How do these apply to critical analysis?
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Notions of Self

First step in understanding another’s culture is to examine their 

presentation of their folk heroes.  

How does the character relate to:

  • other characters?

  • supernatural forces?

  • unfolding circumstances?

  • notions of the Universal?

  • (and most importantly) to themselves?

The papers you will build in DC English 2332 and DC English 2333 

are best formulated around analysis of characters and the authors’ subtle/overt 

presentations of protagonists.
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Notions of Self

SELF

Social Self

Self Perception
(evaluation)

Self 
Esteem

Self 
Knowledge day-to-day thoughts 

& observations, developments 
& evolution of 

personality, values & opinions
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Overtime, values & perceptions of “self” have changed radically. 

 
   

Notions of Self

BCE CE

1900 Sigmund Freud
  The Interpretation of Dreams

1847 Charlotte Bronte
 Jane Eyre: An Autobiography

1606 William Shakespeare
 The Tragedy of King Lear

1637 Renee Descartes
 Discourse on the Method

610 CE Muhammad experiences an epiphany to write Quran

60-88 CE The Gospel of Mark is fi rst composed in Greek 
 detailing the teachings of Jesus

380 BCE Plato composes The Republic

350 BCE Aristotle 
 On the Soul

399 BCE Plato composes 
  The Apology of Socrates

Look for these various theories and concepts from this list of writers, philosophers, and spiritual leaders throughout the course.


